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CONFIDENTIAL BANGUI 1835 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, EAID, CT, KN 

SUBJ: VISIT NORTH KOREAN DELEGATION 

REF: BANGUI 1691 

1 . SUMMARY: NORTH KOREAN DELEGATION LED BY FINANCE MINISTER 
KIM KYONG-YON ENDED ONE MONTH VISIT TO CAE ON AUGUST 12. 

FINAL COMMUNIQUE CALLS FOR KOREANS TO PREPARE FEASIBILITY 
STUDIES ONLY ON FOUR RELATIVELY MODEST PROJECTS. END SUMMARY. 

2. MINISTER KIM AND FIVE-MEMBER DELEGATION ENDED WORKING VISIT 

TO CAE AUGUST 12. VISIT OCCURRED AS FOLLOW-UP TO EMPEROR BOKASSA'S 
APRIL 1978 VISIT TO PYONGYANG, AND CAE/NORTH KOREAN ECONOMIC 
COOPERATION ACCORDS SIGNED THERE MAY 2 BY BOKASSA AND KIM IL- 
SUNG. DURING CAE VISIT DELEGATION CONDUCTED WORKING SESSIONS 
WITH CAE AUTHORITIES, PRIMARILY FROM MINISTRY OF PLAN, AND 
MADE ON-SITE INSPECTIONS OF PROJECT AREAS PROPOSED BY CAE. 
DELEGATION ALSO FETED BY GOCAE AND INCLUDED IN VARIOUS CEREMONIAL 
AFFAIRS INVOLVING RESIDENT DIPLOMATIC CORPS. 

3. FINAL COMMUNIQUE ISSUED BY MINISTER KIM AND GOCAE MINPLAN 
LEBOUDER WAS WARM IN TONE, ALTHOUGH IT AVOIDED EXCESSES OF 
MUTUAL ADMIRATION WHICH CHARACTERIZED END OF BOKASSA'S 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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PYONGYANG VISIT. SPECIFIC PROJECTS CITED FOR WHICH NORTH 
KOREANS WILL PREPARE FEASIBILITY STUDIES ARE: A) CERAMICS 
FACTORY, B) LUMBER MILL, C) 500 HECTARE RICE PROJECT AND D) 

SOAP MANUFACTURING PLANT. NO RPT NO DETAILS GIVEN ON PROPOSED 
PROJECT SITES. 

4. THIS MODEST LIST IS NET RESULT OF FOUR AND ONE HALF WEEKS 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

OF HORSE TRADING. POST BELIEVES GOCAE MUST BE SOMEWHAT DISAP- 
POINTED THAT NOTHING MORE SUBSTANTIAL OR EVEN PROMISES FOR 
SAME EMERGED. OF INTEREST, HOWEVER, IS ONGOING OPPORTUNITY 
FOR FURTHER VISITS, CONTACTS AND IN-COUNTRY TRAVEL AFFORDED 
NORTH KOREANS AS RESULT OF THIS AGREEMENT. LIKELIHOOD OF ALL 
THESE PROJECTS EVER REACHING FRUITION APPEARS UNCERTAIN. 

ALTHOUGH SOUTH KOREAN AMBASSADOR HERE SPECULATES THAT RICE 
PROJECT MAY BE IMPLEMENTED SOON AS ITS CAPITAL INVESTMENT 
REQUIREMENTS WOULD BE MINIMAL. ALTHOUGH THERE HAS BEEN SOME 
SPECULATION THAT NORTH KOREANS WERE ASKED TO PREPARE FEASIB- 
ILITY STUDY ON CONSTRUCTION OF NEW IMPERIAL COURT AT BERENGO, 

POST HAS NO INDICATION OF NORTH KOREAN AGREEMENT OR CONCURRENCE. 

FAIRCHILD 
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